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The first Wednesday of each month, we open the Partners’ Board 
meeting with the reading of the following reflection; 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
The reflection’s purpose is to help us remember why we are Partners, why we serve 
in leadership positions, and to focus our thoughts as we transact the business of our Part-
ner’s Organization.  As with anything we read and vocalize numerous times, it is easy for 
us to take the statement for granted and not really think about what we are saying each 
time.  I asked the Board members to write a few sentences about what the Reflection 
means to them. 
  
Here are excerpts from their answers at the April meeting: 

 We will work together for a common goal/focus. We need to support each other’s work. 
We need to strive for a cohesive organization without divisiveness. 

 Work collaboratively with each other. Understand and embrace differences. Serve 
Hospital, Community and one another. 

  Clarity of thought to the good of Partners helps the group. Objective leadership, free of 
prejudice. 

 Be mindful that I represent Partners at all times. 

 We will find a solution to challenges as we listen to all points of view.  We need posi-
tive attitudes in all situations. 

  When we meet as a group, we need to stay focused on our goals of helping the hospi-
tal and community by utilizing everyone’s talents and abilities.   

  
 
In another part of this newsletter, you will see the various committee chairs’ 6 month re-
ports on what their committees have accomplished so far this year.  Thanks go to our 
board members for their efforts and leadership. We couldn’t be successful without them. 

If you are receiving this newsletter via email and would prefer a printed 

copy, please pick one up in the gift shop at your convenience. 

Additional 2018 Partners Directories have been printed and are available in 

the gift shop. 

“As we gather together as Partners of Stoughton Hospital, let 
us be mindful of our dedication.  As we pursue our tasks, we 
will find strength in each other when seeking resolutions to the 
issues that come before us. 
We will use wisdom and humility in our efforts to do so for oth-
ers.  We will seek love and harmony for our organization and 
for all people.  We will have courage to provide objective lead-
ership, which is free of prejudice.  We will find clarity of thought 
and speech so that we may direct our efforts to the good of the 
Partners organization, Stoughton Hospital and the communities 
we serve.” 



Trivia: What was the first Stoughton Hospital “Auxiliary” 

service project? 

Sunday, June 17 is Father’s Day.  Whether your father will be 

“Grillin’ or Chillin’”, find something he’ll love in our Hospital Gift 

Shop. 

 

Profile of a Partner - Mary Kohlhepp Written by Diane Matson 

Those of us who remember our high school English classes might re-
member that we learned that Hercules was a Roman hero and god, fa-
mous for his strength and his numerous far-ranging adventures. It’s no 
coincidence then that Partner Mary Kohlhepp, known for her own “far-
ranging adventures” was born Mary Hercules in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, 
before becoming a Stoughton resident in 1979. Not only have her far-
ranging adventures taken her to places such as New Zealand, Norway, 
Alaska, and Italy, but she also experienced a once-in-a-life-time, year-
long adventure aboard a boat, living and traveling “The Great Loop”, 
beginning in Port Washington, Wisconsin in September of 2015, launch-
ing from Lake Michigan, through the Intercostal Waterway, and arriving 

back home one year later via the Erie Canal! She blogged her adventures, and although 
she almost sunk the ship in one of the Locks, she reports the experience as being 
“incredible”. 
 
Celebrating 30 years of marriage on March 12, Mary and Rod proudly head a family of 
three adult children, all of whom graduated from Stoughton High School, in addition to 
seven grandchildren, ranging in age from 2 to “almost” 15, and all of whom live close-by, 
in Oregon, Marshall ,and Oconomowoc.  
 
Prior to her adventure-filled retirement, Mary taught in the Stoughton school district, pri-
marily first grade, along with fellow Partner Judy Dowling. She reports that there are 
many fun stories to relate about those days. 
 
Not surprisingly, Mary’s hobbies, in addition to volunteering in the gift shop and spending 
time with her grandchildren, is boating! Her favorite things are the City of Stoughton, her 
friends and family, teaching……………….and whales!! 
 
Welcome home Mary. It’s always good to have at least one Hercules in our midst. 

 Gift Shop  

Norval Morgan 

9:00– 3:00, Monday through Friday 



 

 

June reminds us of Father’s Day.  To honor 

our Fathers, we asked our members to share 

advice that came from their Father. 

 

When I was in high school, I got into some trouble (I was a bit of a hellion). The school 
called my parents and that evening my Dad took me aside privately and told me “We all 
make mistakes. The greatest recovery from those mistakes is to learn from them; “Own 
them and learn!”  This has stuck with me throughout my life. (Julie Stenbroten) 
 
My Father told me, “In everything you do, do it well the first time so you don’t have to 
waste time doing it over again.”  (Joanne Masters) 
Be a hard worker and help other people in need.  If you are told to do a job, do it and don't 
ask questions.  (Marlene Bierman) 
Since he passed away when I was quite young, I had no fatherly advice, but my Mother 
made up for it.  (Luanne Jansen) 
I don’t think it counts as advice, but on my wedding day, when it was time to start up the 
aisle, he asked which direction I wanted to walk!  (Peg Larson) 
 
You get more corn in a crooked row. (Roger Odalen) 
My Dad always said to remember family is always there for you and to listen to everything 
before responding. (Kristine Annen) 
One day when I could have easily solved a problem if I had thought about it for a while my 
Dad said to me, “If you don’t use your brain, you will have to use your brawn.”    
(Diane Buss) 
Sleep on it. Tomorrow's another day. (Deb Ready) 
 
Do unto others as you would want them to do unto you. The Golden Rule!   
(Helen Sumwalt) 
I heard my Dad say many times,  "It's always better to anticipate what might happen than 
to be completely surprised." (Melanie Miller) 
My Dad always said he was proud of his children, & to always  take care of each other. 
(Shirley Kiesling) 
 
When I was five my Dad took me to the NIU campus and told me, “this is where you will 
go on to school and become a teacher”, and so I did, and I loved teaching for thirty years! 
Thanks Dad!! (Judy Dowling) 
 
I remember the first time my Father told me he loved me.  This may sound strange.... but 
he grew up in an era that did not talk about their feelings.  When I cared for him, for 13+ 
years, we worked together and he did tell me, many times, before he passed in April of 
1994 that he loved me.  I'll never forget the first time... (Bev Mansfield) 

 
New Member: Mary Lou Jaeger 



 

 

 Semi-Annual Committee Reports 

Nov. 2017 - May 2018 

Scholarship Report: Bev Mansfield, Chair 

Partners of Stoughton Hospital awards a two-year scholarship every year to one of our local graduating 

students who plans to pursue a career in the medical field.  Bev attends the High School Awards Night in 

May to present the scholarship.   

Sunshine Report: Helen Sumwalt, Chair 

Taking the lead on sunshine, Helen makes hand crafted cards with a personal touch.  This year she has 

mailed 9 sympathy cards, 3 “Thinking of You” cards and 2 “Wish You Well” cards.  If you are aware of 

someone needing “Sunshine”, please let Helen know. 

Fundraising Committee Report: Claudia Quam & Linda Trunzo, Co-Chairs 

Cookie Bakes - Monthly sales grossed $1298.02. After expenses totaling $310.38, our net profit was 

$987.64. 

The Partners Annual Bake and Craft Sale reported a profit of $994.00. 

Valentine Balloon and Chocolates Fundraiser - February 14, Over 100 balloons with assorted choc-

olates were sold and delivered around the hospital. After expenses of $208.81, Partners made a profit 

of $311.19 

Annual Pansy Sale - April 18, - A total of 101 pansy plants were sold for a profit of $555.50. 

May Day Fundraiser - May 1,  

Partners sold a total of 96 May Day Mini Arrangements and delivered them throughout the hospital and 

SSM Clinic. Expenses came to $221.74 and a net profit of $263.26 was reported. 

Annual Geranium Sale - May 9, A total of 216 assorted geraniums were sold.  Not all costs are in yet 

so a final profit is not available. 

Whether you bought cookies, a baked item, ordered flowers or patronized our other fundraisers, Part-

ners would like to say thank you.  We appreciate your support. 

Upcoming Fundraising Activities 

Mum Sale - Deadline to order: Friday, August 24 Order Pick up: Wednesday, August 29 1:00-4:00 Or-

der Forms will be available August 1. 

Card Party - Thursday, September 6 Christ Lutheran Church  

Public Policy/Community Report: Norval Morgan, Chair 

The committee partners with the hospital, the Foundation, the Community and other organizations to pro-

mote Health and Education and seeks out ways in which the Partners will be more visible and connected 

to the Stoughton community.  Work includes blood drives, medication disposal and opioid awareness. 

Membership Committee Report: Judy Simmonds, Chair 

All membership information has been updated for the current directory. Birth dates and dates members 
joined the organization have been included when available. A new member procedure policy has been put 
in place, including information regarding steps taken following payment of annual membership dues. A 
welcome letter has been sent to all new members.  Going forward, membership information will continue 
to be updated in a timely fashion to recruit new members, and will have a presence in community events 
to share information about Partners of Stoughton Hospital. 



 

 

We invite and welcome all members to attend the monthly board 

meetings.  Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month 

(No July meeting) at the hospital in the front conference room.   

President Melanie Miller calls the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.   

We’ll have the coffee hot! 

Love Light Committee Report: Becky Greiber & Judeen Reese, Co-chairs 

The 2017 Love Light Ceremony was well attended and donations were generous. Those donations allowed 
us to purchase a handicapped accessible table with our logo that will be placed in the Wellness Garden near 
the walking trail as a permanent memorial.   
The 2018 event is scheduled for November 29. The Bryant Center has been reserved and food has been 
arranged.  Glass ornaments for families have been ordered and received and the program will be updated. 
Our plan is to encourage service organizations and businesses to become sponsors of the event.  

Further development is ongoing and the committee as a whole will begin meeting in the fall. 

New to our newsletter - 
1.  We have titled our publication. The Partners newsletter is called, The Pulse.  
2.  We added the "Profile of a Partner" column written by Diane Matson. Each month a different Partners 
member is profiled.  
3.  We added an "In Memorial" column honoring members we have lost.  
4.  Volunteer opportunities and service project information are include as needed.  
Looking forward - our goal is to provide good information and make it fun to read.  
1.  The gift shop column is currently in transition, and we plan to feature inventory from the shop being mod-
eled/demonstrated/displayed by volunteer gift shop workers.  
2.  The goal to include more photos is ongoing.  
3.  More special columns will be designed using member input, i.e. "How did you meet your spouse?" 
We welcome suggestions from all members.  

Newsletter Report: Diane Matson & Judeen Reese, Editors 

Gift Shop Committee Report: Sue Weum, Chair 

The purpose of the Gift Shop Committee is to communicate Gift Shop happenings to the Partners Board 
and bring any suggestions or concerns that are presented at the Partner Board meeting to the Gift Shop 
Coordinator.  We will act as a sounding board for Partner members with questions about activities in the 
Gift Shop.  We assist with workshops for new gift shop volunteers. 

We feel fortunate to have a wonderful group of volunteers running the day to day activities in the gift shop.  
We do find that it is difficult to fill all of our work shifts, and would like to encourage any interested people 
to contact the gift shop and volunteer for at least two shifts a month. Come in and talk to the volunteers 
that are there. They will be happy to answer any of your questions about what they do. 

Semi-Annual Committee Reports, Continued... 

 Our History  

Partners of Stoughton Hospital history is being preserved through archiving of information about our activi-

ties. This information is available in scrapbooks maintained by Carol Deneen. They are kept in the gift 

shop. If anyone has keepsakes, especially photos, it would be appreciated if you would send them to Car-

ol so she can continue to document our journey.  



 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 For information about upcoming events, please see   

http://stoughtonhospital.com/events/ or the publication, For The Life Of You. 

June 15 - American Red Cross Blood Drive, 8:00-1:00 Call 1-800-REDCROSS for an appointment. 

June 12 - Swinging for Health Golf Outing & Card Party 

Sept. 6 - Community Card Party, Christ Lutheran Church 

 

The Pinkie  

Project 

 

Pinkie the puppet, 

originated in a hospital auxiliary in Cali-

fornia in 1954 and arrived at the Stough-

ton hospital in 1960.  The Stoughton 

Auxiliary made approximately 200 pup-

pets per year and gave them to patients 

ten years old and younger.  The children 

loved Pinkie and were comforted and felt 

more at ease.  Pinkie helped take the 

fear out of a hospital stay, and he was a 

great companion to take home. 

Answer to Gift Shop Trivia:  

 May Board Meeting 

 Mr. Brenny expressed gratitude for the 

support of our organization during his 

tenure. 

 Anyone who did not attend the volun-

teer event at the theater should have 

received an inservice packet in the mail.  

Please sign and return the last page if 

you haven’t already done so. 

Volunteers: Deb Ready, Helen Sumwalt, 

Dawn Windland & Harlan Miller 

Hospital volunteers lunched on pizza and 
were treated to a private showing of the 
movie ‘Wonder” at the Cinema Cafe re-
cently. The annual Volunteer Appreciation 
event is sponsored by Stoughton Hospital 
in recognition of the support of our volun-
teers throughout the year 

In Memorial: 

Helen Fossen 

Many thanks to Stoughton Hospital 
for an enjoyable afternoon.   


